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TIG Guide to Performing Arts Catalogues and Documentation

This guide provides an overview of readily available performing arts documentation in the UK. TIG members include institutions responsible for much of the UK’s performing arts heritage, and many have online catalogues of their holdings. TIG’s website has links to their websites: www.theatreinfo.specialistnetwork.org.uk/collections
SIBMAS

www.sibmas.org
The SIBMAS International Directory of Performing Arts Collections and Institutions lists over 7,000 international institutions with material relating to all the performing arts. Entries provide information about the institutions and their collections. In addition to listing the collections of TIG members and other major institutions, the directory has details of many smaller, lesser known performing arts collections in the UK. Note: It is also useful to check in foreign collections for UK-related materials.

AHDS Performing Arts

http://www.ahds.ac.uk/performingarts/
The Arts and Humanities Data Service is a national service aiding the creation and preservation of digital resources for research, teaching and learning. AHDS Performing Arts offers high-quality, dependable digital resources related to music, dance, theatre, radio, film, TV, and performance.

Arts Archive

www.arts-archive.co.uk
This is a database of UK performances, plays, people and productions from the mid-1990s onward.

Archives Hub

www.archiveshub.ac.uk
Archives Hub is a national gateway to descriptions of archives in UK universities and colleges.
British Film Institute: Film Links Gateway
www.bfi.org.uk/filmtvinfo/gateway
Film Links Gateway provides a wide range of websites relating to film and media, as selected by the British Film Institute.

British Universities Film and Video Council (BUFVC)

www.bufvc.ac.uk
The BUFVC supports the use of moving images and related media in UK higher and further education, and the use of moving images in research. It achieves this through a variety of services, databases, publications and other activities.

Cecilia

www.cecilia-uk.org
Cecilia is an online guide to music collections in archives, libraries and museums in the UK and Ireland, administered by the United Kingdom & Ireland Branch of the International Association of Music Libraries, Archives and Documentation Centres (IAML). 

COPAC

www.copac.ac.uk
COPAC provides free access to the merged online catalogues of major university research libraries in the UK and Ireland plus the British Library, the National Library of Scotland, and the National Library of Wales/Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru.

Cornucopia

www.cornucopia.org.uk
Cornucopia is an online database of information about more than 6,000 collections in the UK's museums, galleries, archives and libraries. 

ENICPA

www.enicpa.net
The European Network of Information Centres for the Performing Arts makes available a broad range of information about professional performing arts to arts professionals worldwide. 
Intute
www.intute.ac.uk
Created by a network of UK universities and partners, Intute is a free online service providing access to web resources for education and research, selected and evaluated by subject specialists.

National Register of Archives (NRA) 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra
The NRA contains information on collections of historical records related to British history.

Operabase

www.operabase.com
Operabase provides comprehensive information about opera performances, artists and productions worldwide, in 20 languages.

Palatine Directory

PALATINE is the Higher Education Academy Subject Centre for Dance, Drama and Music. It supports and enhances learning and teaching in performing arts higher education. Its directory contains reviewed online resources on major themes and issues in the performing arts.

Touchstone
www.touchstone.bham.ac.uk
The Shakespeare Centre

www.shakespeare.org.uk/index.html
Touchstone facilitates and encourages research in Shakespeare studies that benefits both the academic and the wider community. The website has a database of significant Shakespeare collections at five UK institutions. 
The Shakespeare Centre Library and Archive provides a variety of research materials through its website.

TIG Initiatives

TIG was instrumental in setting up the Backstage website, which provided a single point of entry for finding and searching performing arts collections in the UK. The website is now off-line, and TIG is in discussion with the Collections Trust about moving the Backstage data into the Culture Grid.
To document or research the performing arts adequately, it is necessary to know what was performed, where and when. TIG is leading an important project to develop the National Performance Database (NPDB), which covers past and current UK performances. The prototype has been developed, and TIG is currently investigating funding opportunities to put the NPDB online.
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